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Students at Pilton Community 
College put on a FANGTASTIC 
performance of ñDracula Spectaculaò. 
It was performed to sell out 
audiences and featured Jorden 
Shevels as Dracula, Chelsea Parkin 
as Nadia Naïve and Nick Oliver as Dr 
Nick. 

Chelsea Parkin and Nick Oliver were 
stunning. Chelseaôs singing and 
acting stole the hearts of the 
audience every night and Nick played 
the heroic Dr Nick with assurance 
and style. 

Nadia Naïve and a group of school 
children find themselves on a trip to 
Transylvania - this is where the fun 
began. Lizzi Haytonôs Genghis and 
Bethan Funningôs Wraith were 
comedic compliments to Jordan 
Shevelsô domineering role as 
Dracula. Lizzi Hayton played a truly 
unusual role ð she was Draculaôs 

sidekick, Genghis. She really showed 
her versatility and skill with this 
challenging role. Bethan also was 
skilled and talented in the 
development of her role as Draculaôs 
mother! 

The Brides of Dracula were both 
visually stunning, glowing in the ultra 
violet lights, and also they danced 
with flair and energy. 

There were over 100 students 
involved with Brides, Zombies and 
Glublicks rocking the audiences with 
their rendition of ñRhesus Negative 
Rockò. 

There was a fine stage crew ably led 
by stage manager Stephen Richards. 
Also Hester Cheeseman and Flo 
Barnes were wonderful as Wardrobe 
Mistresses. 

Pilton has a fine tradition of wonderful 
music and the school Orchestra was 

another great asset to the production. 
There were some very skilled 
musicians including year 11s, Nick 
Hanousek and Zoe Pincombe whom 
will be sadly missed when they leave 
us this year. 

Pilton Community 
College is an Artsmark 
Gold School.  

With this performance it 
is easy to see why! 

For more 
pictures from the 
production and 
comments from 
pupils involved,  
turn to page 13. 

Pictured Clockwise:  

Jorden Shevels 
10NOW, Rachael 
Kelly 10STO, Nick 
Oliver 10FRR, 
Draculaôs Brides 
and Zombies & 
Chelsea Parkin 
10LAN 



 

2   www.piltoncollege.devon.sch.uk  

Term Dates / Notices / Letter 
from the Principal 

2ð3 

Pilton Association of Schools 4 

Library & Resource Centre  5 

Specialist Language College 6ð9 

Trips and Visits 10ð11 

Department / General News 12ð14 

Sports News 15ð16 

School Uniform  
All pupils to wear school sweatshirt  

(blue for Yrs 7, 8, 9, black for Yrs 10 & 
11) 

Proper black shoes  to be worn (not 

trainers) 

Black/white/grey plain socks 

No facial piercings 

Skirts of appropriate length 

No make up or nail varnish (other than 

clear) 

No hoodies 

Term Dates 2011  
8 April: Last day of Spring term for 

students 

27 April:  First day Summer term for 

students 

29 April:  Bank Holiday 

2 May:  May Day 

30 May  -  3 June:  Half Term 

22 July:  Last day of term for students 

Inside this issue:  
 

BCG Vaccinations  
In line with national policy, BCG vaccination for TB has not routinely been 
given to children in schools since 2005. NHS Devon are now screening 
young people aged 5 ï 18 years old who are at risk of developing or have 
ongoing risk of exposure to TB infection.  

This includes any child aged 5-18 years old who has not been vaccinated 
against TB infection and:  

Have a parent or grandparent born in a country with a high 

incidence of TB  OR 

Were born or lived for more than 3 months in any country with a 
high incidence of TB 

Please contact The Immunisation Team on 01392 208469/208470 to arrange 
screening and vaccination.  

Come back please  
PTFA !  
Piltonôs PTFA was disbanded a year ago 

but we think the time has come to re-

engage interest and encourage support 

from parents and friends so that we can 

organise fund raising activities and social 

events. 

If you would like to be involved in our PTFA 

then please come along to a meeting on 

Monday, 9 May in our Library at 6 pm.   

All welcome, drinks and nibbles provided!  

At each meeting our Principal Louise Miller-

Marshall or a member of the Leadership 

Team will update the PTFA on Piltonôs 

business and invite your ideas and views 

on issues such as uniform, homework, after 

school activities, catering etc. 

Our first event for this year will be an 

Auction of Promises  to be held in the 

Reception Lounge on Monday, 11th July.  

If you are able to help organise the event or 

contribute a prize (either goods or services) 

then please email me at 

hurst@piltoncollege.devon.sch.uk or ring 

on 01271 349062 or the school 

switchboard. More details soon. 

Thanks for your support!   

Jill Hurst 

School Business Manager 

Important Notice:  
Payment by Cheque  

You may recall in the Autumn term newsletter that we were informing 
parents/carers that, as from February half-term, we would not be 
accepting cheques in school as payments for trips, uniform and lunch 
accounts. 

As a school we are constantly trying to improve our systems and 
therefore would encourage as many parents/carers as possible to use 
ParentPay  to make payments for trips/lunch accounts online. Cash is 
accepted in school, however, you will appreciate that carrying cash 
comes with an element of risk. 

If you need to be reminded of your username and password please 
contact Mrs Rostock on 01271 349025 who can issue you with all the 
relevant information and help in getting started 
etc. 

ParentPay  is now the schools preferred method 
of payment and is very secure as well as 
convenient  and easy to use.   

Piltonôs Site news é 
More new windows and improvements to Reception!  The final stage of the 
refurbishment of the exterior of the Cruciform Block has just begun and 
includes upgrading the windows and wall panels in the road facing elevations 
of the school. The classrooms and offices that have already benefitted from 
new windows have a much smarter appearance and are better insulated and 
ventilated. The scheme is joint funded by Devon County Council and the 
school. 

Over the coming months we will also be making improvements to the main 
entrance and reception areas. 

Letôs get collecting! 
We are now collecting Tesco/Sainsburyôs 
vouchers in school.  Collection boxes can be 
found in the main reception area, the Hub etc.  
Please help us to make this our best year yet! 

mailto:hurst@piltoncollege.devon.sch.uk
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Changes to School Transport  
As you may be aware Devon County Council have changed the way they fund School 
Transport Services from April 2011.  In the North Devon Journal you may have seen an 
article stating that some School Services are to be withdrawn. However, we have 
worked closely with Stagecoach Bus Company and have been able to secure a good 
service for our students.   

IF YOUR CHILD TRAVELS ON EITHER THE PILT901/902, THESE SERVICES WILL 
BE WITHDRAWN AND REPLACED BY EITHER THE NUMBER 21/21A SERVICE 

AFTER EASTER 

The above Services will now be General Public Services Number 21/21A. 

Morning service starting at Westward Ho! at 07:25am will continue on from 

Barnstaple Bus Station, arriving at Pilton Community College at 08:35am.  The other 
services will terminate at the Barnstaple Bus Station. 

Afternoon service starting at Pilton Community College at 15:20pm arriving at 

Appledore at 16:25pm via Barnstaple Bus Station.  All other services will start at the 
Barnstaple Bus Station. 

If your child receives Entitlement to School Transport on the above Services you 

will continue to receive bus passes by Devon County Council.  If your child pays fare for 
the above Services either daily, weekly or half term/full term you can still purchase these 
as before. 

The Services that terminate or start at Pilton Community College will be clearly marked 
on the destination scroll on the bus and will be North Devon Wave Buses.  Most will be 
served by CCTV Support and our PCSO will continue to support our student 
passengers as necessary. 

We have been advised that there will be a small increase in fares.  Obviously as 
students will be riding the buses with the General Public I would ask them to respect the 
bus Code of Conduct and remember that they are the public face of Pilton Community 
College and should represent us positively.  

Students can pick up a copy of the revised Timetable from the main office.  For further 
information you can contact Stagecoach on 329089. 

Dear Parent, Carer, Friend of Pilton Community College,  

It is hard to believe that a whole term has gone by since the last newsletter, and yet it certainly has been a very busy 
one! 

Our young people have excelled in many ways in that time.  Those of you who were lucky enough to see the school 
production will be in no doubt as to how talented they are in the performing arts.  Several of our young linguists did 
extremely well in the ñRoutes into Languagesò speaking competition that we were proud to host.  And pupils have 
been demonstrating their leadership skills, for example by organising and running a Fair Trade tea party.  It is a 
constant source of pleasure to see our young people demonstrating time and again that the media have got it wrong 
when they persistently portray all of todayôs youth as being anti-social and disrespectful.  At Pilton, we have a 
community of young people who are committed to doing their best in so many ways to making their world a better 
place, and we are very proud of them. 

We had the pleasure of a visit from OFSTED this term, who came to inspect us on how we deliver the ñCitizenshipò 
curriculum at Pilton.  I am delighted to say that the inspector was extremely impressed and commented on the many 
outstanding aspects of our work that she observed.  In particular, she rated the pupilsô behaviour and attitudes to 
learning as outstanding; a finding with which we would whole-heartedly agree! 

At the time of the last newsletter, the issue of the school budget was causing us, as all schools, great concern.  We 
have recently had the budget settlement, and due to a last minute change in how the Local Authority calculated 
budgets, we are not as badly off as we might have been.  However, times are without doubt difficult for all public 
sector organisations, and there may be some difficult times ahead.  As you will be aware, we are exploring a 
conversion to Academy status, which may well help protect us from some of the cuts.  

Our young sportsmen and women continue to do well, as you will see from the articles on the back two pages of the 
newsletter.  At the time of writing, I am very much looking forward to cheering on our Yr 9 and Yr 10 rugby teams on 
Wednesday, at the Rugby Grand Finals night at Barnstaple RFC. 

It just remains for me to wish you a very Happy Easter.  I hope our 
young people have a happy and a relaxing time, that they keep safe, 
and do not eat too much chocolate!   

With all best wishes,  

Keep our 

students safe!  
With 1300 pupils arriving and 
leaving the site each day safety 
is a major concern.   

Can we request that parents 
and carers using the Abbey 
Road entrance -  use the one 
way system around the 
Pathfield car park, dropping 
pupils by the bike sheds. Please 
do not enter the site any further 
or turn your car round by the All 
Weather or Astroturf pitches. 

Those using Chaddiford Lane 
entrance ï please do not drive 
onto the school site or ever park 
on the yellow hatched area at 
the front of the school (for use 
by emergency vehicles only). 
Why not wait in Chaddiford 
Lane, nearby roads or in 
Fairview Car Park where it is 
much safer. 

Thanks for your cooperation 
with these arrangements. 

Louise Miller -Marshall, Principal  
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Firstly and most importantly Ofsted visited for two days in February and we 
have had a very positive inspection. The overall judgment was good and we 
were delighted to receive outstanding judgments for our Post 16 provision, 

safeguarding, healthy lifestyles and the work we do in partnership with parents, other schools and 
agencies. We would like to thank everyone for their support and we look forward to continuing our work 
with you.  

We are also very pleased to announce that the school has been awarded Gold Standard in the National 
Sing Up Award Scheme.  Well deserved thanks to Jenni and the team  for the excellent music experience 
they provide. 

There have been various student outings since the beginning of term, for example Sandy Park to watch 
Exeter Chiefs play rugby and Calvert Trust to meet some favourite Cbeebies characters. 

The very popular after school clubs have started again. We are running a cooking club and a games club. 

A ówibbly wobblyô bridge has been installed in the lower playground and now the weather is improving the children are 
able to go out and enjoy all the wonderful and exciting pieces of apparatus. 

Many thanks to the Rotary Club of Barnstaple, who presented us with a cheque for £925.  Our fundraising efforts have 
included a coffee morning on 14th February raising £250 to go towards the new playgrounds and a welly wearing day 
on 18th February to support the Childrenôs Hospice South West.  Thanks to everyone involved. 

We are holding our Easter Bingo evening at The Ex-Servicemens Club, St. Georges Rd, Barnstaple, on Wednesday 6th 
April. We look forward to seeing as many people as possible. So if you free that evening why not pop along and join 
us.  Eyes down at 7:00pm.  

Vanessa Billing has entered us in the Guinness World Record attempt for the longest and 
fairest ever piece of bunting, as part of the celebrations during the Fair Trade fortnight. 
We have been given lots of pieces of bunting which the students are going to decorate 
and then Mrs May will take them home and sew them altogether as one (hopefully very 
long) piece of bunting. Good Luck!! 

During the last week of this term will be having an activity week. This terms theme is 
ñCelebrationsò. I will report on this in the next newsletter. 

We also arranged a Conflict Management course for parents. While this was happening 
Pathfield pupils and their siblings spent the evening with other members of staff enjoying 
a video and popcorn! 

Our children have really enjoyed our 
óHome Frontô topic this term.  It all 
started with our visit to Cobbaton 
Combat museum.  All the children 
visited over a period of a week and the 
owners were really helpful in showing 

the children the exhibits and explaining their origin.  Later in the term we 
visited the town museum to look at their 2nd World War collection and 
meet with a órealô air raid warden!  We also had a visit from the fantastic 
Movie Bus and the children were able to watch archive material of 
Barnstaple in the 30s.   

Finally, we have been using the school video conferencing equipment to 
contact the National Archive Unit and to talk with at the Churchill Rooms 
in London who were evacuees during 
the war.  All this has given the 
children lots to talk and write about 
and they have shown a real 
enthusiasm for their work.  We will be 
finishing our work this term with a 
Home Front singalong where we are 
inviting senior members of our 
community to join us to revisit their 
memories with the children, enjoy the 
music and share lunch. 

Paul Mulligan, Headteacher  

We have all enjoyed a great term with some 
brilliant learning through our topic on óGreat 
Britainô. Year 1 visited Exmoor Zoo as part of 
their óBritish Wildlifeô theme, designed a new 
haircut for David Beckham and wrote a letter 
asking him to judge which one he liked the 
best!! Perhaps the next time we see him on 
TV he will be donning one of our designs!! 

Our Reception children 
have been learning about 
óPeople who help usô and 
have been visited by 
Devon and Somerset Fire 
and Rescue Service who 

brought their fire engine to school and gave a 
talk on fire safety.  

They have also been learning about óThe 
Three Little Pigsô and have made their very 
own ówolf proofô houses ï their creative and 
innovative designs have amazed us all! 

We now look forward to some well deserved 
sunshine over the Easter break (note the 
optimism!) followed on our return to school by 
our very own óstreet partyô to celebrate the  
Royal Wedding. Letôs hope for fine weather 
on the day! 

Jayne Kyle, Headteacher  
Cobbaton Combat Museum trip 
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Calling all Parents and Carers!  
For 11 years, we have been running parenting courses for 
parents of Pilton pupils. In that time, hundreds of ordinary 
parents with ordinary teenagers have come along to the  
seven one and a half hour sessions. Weôve laughed a lot, 
shared experiences and learnt some useful parenting skills 
at the same time. 

Why not join the next course? We will be starting on 
Wednesday evenings in the summer term. 

Reasons why you should come alongé 

The skills taught arenôt complicated but do help 

relationships; 

Itôs a chance to hear other peopleôs stories; 

Itôs very supportive; 

If you have problems, you can chat in confidence with 

a course leader. 

 
 
PLUS itôs free!! 
 
Comments from parents at the end of the 
course: 

ñI donôt get nearly as stressed as I used to.ò 

ñItôs really changed the way I handle my kids.ò 

ñItôs all so obvious - I donôt know why I didnôt do these 
things before.ò 

ñMy daughter and I get on for the first time in years..ò 

ñIt helped to know Iôm not the only one with problems.ò 

Interested? Then please ring the school, leave your name 
and a contact number for Mrs Paterson and one of us will 
be in touch!     

Shirley Paterson and Sue Wearne 

Guardian Angels  
The Guardian Angels have been very busy this term.  
Every breaktime they are in the Library assisting the 
Librarians with issuing and returning of books, and being 
available to talk to Year 7s, helping with homework as 
well.  

Book Club : Some of the Guardian Angels have got 
together to form a book club.  The group will be meeting  
once a month on a Friday in the library and is open to all 
Year  7 and 8 students to come along and talk about a 
favourite book, or maybe recommend a title.  More 
information will be circulated soon via the Pupil Bulletin 
and in the library, so keep a look out for more details 
soon! 

Greenhouse : From Monday 14th March, the greenhouse 
by the Technology department will be open at lunchtime 
for Year 7 and 8 students to come and work with some of 
the Guardian Angels, planting vegetable seeds, potting 
up bedding plants and getting plants ready for sale to 
staff.  Greenhouse days will be every Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday. 

World Book Day  

Pictured above: Huw Prosser 8NRT (front) and 
Josh Brand 8RYN (back) 

To coincide with World Book Day, the Library and the 
English Department organised a week of activities. We 
invited Author/Poet Justin Coe to visit Pilton Community 
College for two days Monday 14

th
 and Tuesday 15

th
 

March and 600 pupils from local primary schools to join in 
the fun!  Justin is a performance poet with appeal for 
both children and adults; he is on a mission to reconnect 
poetry with people and people with poetry. 

We also invited Author/Illustrator Ivana Svabic-Cannon.  
Ivana was born in Belgrade in Serbia. A dream of 
broadening her illustrating career brought her to London in 
1992. She says ñI like drawing people, especially children. 
My characters are often in action and set in humorous 
situations. Building up a character is one of the things that 
make me laugh out loud.ò Ivana ran workshops with the 
younger pupils and gave a talk about her work. 

Justin Coe:  Poet and Performer 
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Cultural Diversity Day  
For the second successive year, Pilton has hosted its ñCultural 
Diversity Dayò to celebrate the distinct ethnic and cultural 
traditions currently to be found within North Devon. 

The event was celebrated on Friday 18th March in the Drama 
Hall.  Normal lessons were put on hold for the day so that the 
whole of Year 7 were able to participate in a wide range of 
ñinternationalò activities. 

Forty students were selected to take part in an Indian dance 
workshop which culminated in an impressive afternoon 
performance in front of visiting primary school pupils.  In 
addition, there were popular workshops involving international 
art, Mexican Cookery and sport. 

Piltonôs multinational teaching assistants each hosted a 
colourful stall which included cultural information, quizzes and 

food tasting.  The stalls represented Spain, Italy, Germany, Taiwan 
and Japan. 

Further cultural input was provided by Piltonôs team of Youth Cultural 
Champions; students from a range of cultural backgrounds who have 
been coached to act as ambassadors for  their heritage countries in 
the wider community. 

Pathfield School Samba band once again provided a lively musical 
interlude and Pilton Bluecoatôs Indian Dance group received a very 
positive response from the audience.   

Mr Davies, Language College Director, commented: 

ñCultural  Diversity Day now is an established event in our calendar 
and clearly demonstrates  the Collegeôs commitment to celebrating the 
diversity which exists in our local community and to ensuring that our 
students become outward looking global citizensò. 

On 16th March, I took part in a 
speaking competition against other 
schools.  I had to speak 2 minutes of 
German about my hobbies.   

I was against two girls doing French, 
Axum doing German and a near 
native person speaking Spanish.  I 
won and it came as a shock because 
I was expecting the near native to 
win!  

I really enjoyed the day and it was 
helpful watching the people in KS5 
doing it as they are so advanced.   

All in all it was a great day and I hope 
to do it again in the future. 

Jonathan Rhymer 9KEN  

The results in the four categories were: 

KS 3 Winner: Jonathan Rhymer (Pilton) 
Runner Up: Ellie Runeckles (Bideford) 
 
KS4 Winner: Matthew Carter (Braunton) 
Runner Up: Sam Dunbavin (Pilton) 

 
KS4 Near Native Speaker Winner: 
Nathaniel Brand (Pilton) 
Runner Up: Poppy Finch (Braunton) 
 
KS5 Winner: Caspian Merlin (Petroc) 
Runner Up: Charlotte Tucker (Petroc) 

Youth Cultural Champions Yr 8 Pupils 

Indian Dance Workshop 

Routes into Languages Speaking Competition  

For the second year running Pilton 
Community College hosted the 
South Westôs ñRoutes in Languagesò  
Final MFL speaking competition  on 
Wednesday 16th March. 

There were a total of 17 competitors 
from Pilton, Bideford, Braunton & 
Petroc, competing in 4 different 
categories  in either French, German 
or Spanish. 

Mr Derek Meacher, Outreach 
Consultant, from the University of 
Exeter in his final address 
commented on the high standard 
attained by all the competitors and how impressed he and his fellow judges were by 
some of the  competitorsô presentations which could easily be used by  first year 
university students. 

Congratulations go to all the students who participated in this event.  Not only did they 
stand up in front of an audience to give a presentation but on top of that it was in a 
foreign language.  They should all be very proud of themselves. 

Competitors proudly show their certificates/trophies 



 

7   www.piltoncollege.devon.sch.uk  

Year 9 French Exchange  
In mid March, twenty seven students departed for France to take part in an eight day exchange visit with Collège 
Bellecombe in Lyon. During the week, students took part in all sorts of excursions, including guided tours of the city, 
shopping, tree top climbing, a boat cruise, a day visit to the Alps and a talent show and party. At the weekend, they 
enjoyed a variety of activities including shopping, bowling, ice skating, skiing and one lucky student even spent the 
weekend in Paris. 

Taking part in an exchange can be a life changing experience which not only improves studentsô language skills but 
also makes them much more confident, independent European citizens. This yearôs trip was a great success and our 
students had a fantastic time. 

If you are currently in Year 8, we hope that you might be interested in taking part in the French Exchange next year. 
We will be speaking to you in your assembly in May and you will find out lots more details in September. Please 
speak to Mrs Simister if you want to find out more before then. 

At nine oôclock on Tuesday the 15th March, the 27 kids interested in taking 
part in the French exchange of 2011 met up out side the main entrance to 
the school. We were all scrambling onto the bus, with the usual fight for 
the back seats, by 20 past nine. Five hours on a bus, on the way to the 
airport was hardly the highlight of the Exchange, but it was bearable. We 
arrived at Gatwick airport and checked in, faced with a couple of hours 
waiting around in the airport, many of us chose to shop or play cards. 

The flight was 1 and a half hours long. We touched down in Lyon and 
were greeted, after having done all of the boring customs, and baggage 
reclaim, by our French partners. They were all excited, although just as 
nervous as us. 

Having spent the first night at our partnerôs house, meeting the family and 
just settling in to French life and time, we arrived at school for our Tour of 
Lyon. I must admit I thought the tour would be boring and full of useless 
facts about some old kingôs visit to Lyon back in the 16th centaury, all in 
French. Much to my surprise, the tour was actually really interesting, we 
learned about the main square in Lyon, the Place Bellecour, the Basilica 

of Notre Dame De Fourviere, the Roman Theatre, the city centre, the bridges, the opera house, and the town hall. - all with many 
great photo opportunities. 

On the second day of our French adventure, we had a trip planned to 
Annecy, a beautiful town situated in the Alps. We had a tour arranged, and 
prepared by our French exchange partners. It was great, even though the 
weather was irritatingly worse than in Barnstaple at the time. The tour led 
us all around Annecy.  

French school was a really interesting experience. Many of us visited 
English and French classes, the English was easy, but the French lesson, 
well, we could decipher the odd word but the rest was hard to understand. 
It was still an insightful experience. After our two lessons in school, we 
went down to the school canteen. The food was good, there were 4 
options; Burger, Chicken, Fish and a vegetable dish. They all came with a 
choice of salads and fruit and yoghurt. The Parc de la T°te dôOr is the third 
largest urban park in France, conveniently, it is near to the school so we 
spent the afternoon looking around the park and the zoo within it. Finally 
we spent the evening relaxing with our partners, getting to know them. 

Saturday and Sunday, the weekend everybody spent it with their 
partners. Some had really exciting weekends, some went skiing and 
another went to Paris for the weekend! The rest of the group had slightly 
less busy weekends, but they were just as fun, well nearly, skiing 
probably tops most weekends. The most exciting thing in my personal 
weekend was eating snails. 

Monday was the last day on the trip, other than Tuesday, but the 
journey home wasnôt really exciting. We had arranged to go tree top 
climbing on Monday. It was excellent, a thrilling mix of heights, 
challenge, adventure and team work. It was brilliant. For a lot of the 
group it was the highlight of the exchange. The only low point of the trip 
was the journey home; most of the group didnôt want to go. Also, waiting 
for nearly an hour at Lyon terminal 3 wasnôt brilliant fun, but then we all 
talked about how great the trip was and played cards. 

I thought the whole trip was great, my French improved, I met loads of 
new people and I generally had a great time! 

Report by Phil Gladwin 9LAT  
On the Place Bellecour  

At the Fourvière Viewpoint  

Boat trip on the Saône  


