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We are very proud to announce that Bethan Funning 
(8RCH) has been selected as one of four finalists in the 
Young Songwriters Competition 2010 in aid of 
Barnardoôs.  The competition was open to children aged 
from 12 to 18 in full time education in the UK.  Young 
composers were invited to write the lyrics and music for 
an original uplifting composition, and with the help from 
their school, participants were encouraged to record and 
submit their material for inclusion in the competition.  The 
top 4 songs were recorded at British Grove Studios in 
London with leading UK artists including Nick Mason 
(Pink Floyd) and Ian Matthews (Kasabian).   

The competition, which is supported by Sir Terry Wogan, 
is designed to allow the creativity in children to be used in 
a positive way, to showcase their talents and help 
fundraise for abused, vulnerable and neglected children. 
Proceeds from telephone voting, sales via downloads 
and CD sales will benefit Barnardo's valued work.   

Here is Bethanôs report on her visit to London ... 

ñHaving been lucky enough to get into the last four of the 
Young Songwriters Competition I went to London with my 
mum and dad so that my song, ñSpaceships and 
moonbeamsò, could be professionally recorded. The 
session took place at The Grove Studios in Chiswick and 
it was an amazing experience from start to finish. 

The studio was very cool indeed and everything looked 
very expensive and new. It had been set up by Mark 
Knopfler who was the lead singer with Dire Straits. 

We met Adrian Chivers, the producer, when we arrived 
and he showed us around all the facilities and then, with 
Simon Little the bass player from The Divine Comedy, we 
played through my song so that we could decide how to 
arrange the instrumental parts. 

When we started the actual recording I was put in a 
separate soundproofed room to sing the song while the 
instrumentalists were also put into separate rooms. We 
could hear each other through headphones but each of 
our parts was recorded separately so that they could be 
mixed properly later. We went over and over the song é 
I must have sung it at least thirty times! Every now and 
then we would all meet in the main control room to listen 

to what we had done and talk about possible changes, 
then it was back into our booths to record it again. 

Four hours after we had started, Adrian declared that he 
thought we had got enough to mix the final track! 

It was an amazing experience made even better by 
meeting Ian Matthews from Kasabian who played drums 
and tambourine on the track. 

All the musicians and backing singers were fantastic and 
the finished song can now be downloaded from the 
competition website at www.young-songwriters.co.uk 
until Friday 10

th
 December. 

Half the money from each download goes to the 
Barnardoôs charity. 

I would like to say a massive thank you to everyone who 
has supported me by first voting for my song and now 
downloading it. I wouldnôt have been able to have this 
wonderful experience without you!ò 

Below: Bethan on the Young Song-
writers Competition website where 

her song can be downloaded  

Editorôs note:  The 
recordings are available 
as downloads through 
Young Songwriters 
Competition website and 
will be sold at a cost of 
80p. The song with the 
most downloads will be 
declared the winner on 
Tuesday 14th December. 

http://www.young-songwriters.co.uk/
http://www.young-songwriters.co.uk/
http://www.young-songwriters.co.uk/
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Academic Review Day  
This yearôs Academic Review Day will take place on 
Thursday 20th January 2011.    

The Review Day provides an opportunity for each pupil 
to meet with their academic tutor and parent/carer in 
order to examine the progress made in the autumn term 
and identify strategies for improvement. It is a crucial 
part of how we work with parents to ensure the best 
possible outcome for every student.  

To help everyone, weôve revised our reporting system.  
Weôve tried to make our reports clearer in terms of 
identifying the things that are going well and the areas 
that could be improved.   An interim report for your child 
will be sent home a week before the Review Day.  This 
will enable everyone to be fully prepared before the 
meeting.  The fifteen minutes can then be used 
purposefully in discussing ways of further improving 
learning. 

Results at Pilton continue to rise.  A huge factor in this is 
the incredible support that our parents and carers give 
to our children.  The close relationship between home 
and school is a special feature of Pilton.  

I appreciate that many parents will need to take time off 
work to attend the Review Day and sincerely thank you 
for your time. Individual appointment times will be sent 
home with pupils on the last day of this term, Thursday 
16 December. 

Best wishes 

Leighton Tellem 

Vice Principal 
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School Uniform  
All pupils to wear school 
sweatshirt  (blue for Yrs 7, 8, 
9, black for Yrs 10 & 11) 

Proper black shoes  to be 
worn (not trainers) 

Black/white/grey plain socks 

No facial piercings 

Skirts of appropriate length 

No make up or nail varnish 
(other than clear) 

No hoodies 

Term Dates 2010/11  
16 December: Last day of term for students 
4 January 2011: First day of Spring term 
for students 
20 January 2011: Academic Review Day 
21  -  25 February: Half Term 
8 April: Last day of Spring term for students 
27 April:  First day Summer term for 
students 
29 April:  Bank Holiday 
2 May:  May Day 
30 May  -  3 June:  Half Term 
22 July:  Last day of term for 
students 

Inside this issue:  
 

Emergency & Bad Weather Procedures  
For those of you with internet access, up to date information 
regarding school closure and transport issues etc can be 
found on our website: 

www.piltoncollege.devon.sch.uk  

Follow the link to the DCC website for news about buses and 
other schools.  Alternatively, check local radio stations for 
school closures.  Letters have gone home asking parents for 
their instructions in the event that the school has to be closed 
during the day, or buses sent home early.  As always, the 
safety of the pupils is our primary consideration. 

ParentPay  
 
Existing ParentPay users ï  
did you know that it is more economical 
for all concerned if you pay for multiple items in one 
transaction ie for a trip, lunch and a revision guide at 
the same time. 

To new ParentPay users ï this is our preferred method 
of payment in school.  We are delighted to see that the 
majority of parents are now successfully using this 
convenient online payment facility. If you want to get 
started and need reminding of your personal 
username and password please contact Mrs 
Rostock on 01271 349025  who can provide you with 
the necessary information and support you need in 
getting up and running.  You can then visit the school 
website and click on the ParentPay logo under 
SamLearning to make a start. 

In an aim to keep additional costs to Parents/Pilton 
Community College to a minimum, we will be phasing 
out payment by cheque during the next half term.  We 
will still be able to accept cash but this does cause 
security issues with your child carrying cash on the way 
into school. 

Many thanks for your support. 

End of Term  
The last day of term for pupils is Thursday 16th 
December. It is a normal working day and pupils will 
finish at 3.10 pm as usual. 

Lost Property & Confiscated Items  
Lost Property is available for collection from the Hub 
every lunchtime. There will be a display in the Arts 
Centre entrance during the last week of term and pupils 
are encouraged to collect any missing items. 

Some pupils have had items confiscated during this 
term and we have boxes of hoodies, jewellery, MP3 
players etc waiting for their owners! Could pupils please 
collect these from the Main Office before the end of 
term. 

All unclaimed Lost Property and Confiscated items 

will be given to charity on 17 December.  

Hoodies are not allowed to be worn at school.  Pupils 
are reminded of the need to come to school in full 
uniform, with coats to keep warm in this weather.  

http://www.piltoncollege.devon.sch.uk/
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First, congratulations to Natalie on the safe arrival of baby 
Dylan Robert and also to Davina for the very early but safe 
arrival of Lola.  

The first stage of our new playground is now finished and 
the younger pupils have enjoyed exploring all the new 
equipment, at least on the few occasions that the weather 
has been decent enough to go out.  

Station Bridge (the new area for our 14-19year old students 
based in school) was officially opened on Monday 8th 
November. The staff and pupils made jam and pickles to 
sell, held a raffle and made ploughmanôs lunches for the 
staff to buy. £150 was raised which will go towards buying a 
specialist swing for the next stage of the playground build. 

Buddy readers, between Pathfield and Bluecoat started up 
again this term and runs twice a week, also cookery and art 
after school clubs are running again as from this week.  

Cosmic Crew once again entertained Pathfield students with 
their performance of Robin Hood on 17th November.  

We held our annual Christmas Bingo on 1st December 
at the Ex-Servicemens Club, Barnstaple.  We have 

been busy rehearsing for our Christmas 
performances and carol service in Pilton Church 
which Iôm sure will be a great success. 

Finally, and I know its still early, Pathfield School 
would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!!! 

We have had lots to enjoy this term. The Life 
Education Van visited us in September; which is 
always a worthwhile occasion for the children who love 
their puppets and the creative ways they teach 
children the importance of healthy lifestyles. 

We enjoyed some lovely dry, crisp Autumn days 
during which the children kicked around the leaves in 
our very special óSecret Gardenô area; with bug 
hunting, bird watching and pond dipping just some of 
the outdoor environmental learning activities they 
enjoyed. 

Children in year 2 again attended the Remembrance 
Day Service which took place in Rock Park on Friday 
11th November. They thoroughly enjoyed attending 
last year and again this year. We were very proud that 
they could represent the school at this important and 
worthwhile event. 

This year we will held our annual Christmas Fayre on 
Saturday 4th December from 2pm until 5pm.  There 
was be craft stalls, hot dogs, games, prizes and of 
course a visit from Santa!!  

The whole school will be enjoying a trip to The 
Queens Theatre on 14th December to see the 
Pantomime óAladdinô. Iôm certain they will all 
have lots of fun! 

Jayne Kyle, Headteacher 

Dear Parent, Carer, Friend of Pilton Community College,  

It is with great pleasure that I write a few notes for the first time as Principal of Pilton Community College.  I have 
very much enjoyed my first term here, and feel very lucky to be a part of this wonderful school. 

As always, you will see the newsletter packed with examples of how well our young people have done in a whole 
host of areas.  It is heart-warming to see that in the festive season, our continuing commitment to helping those 
less fortunate than ourselves is obvious in the many charity events that are happening, and I have been particularly 
impressed by those young people who have seen me with proposals to make life-changing differences to others, 
for example through the Amigos charity.  Readers of the North Devon Journal will have seen our pupils featured for 
this, and those watching Children in Need a few weeks ago may have seen another of our pupils interviewed, 
having organised a coffee morning to raise money ï well done to all of these young people, who really are stars! 

Pilton continues to excel in the sporting arena, as you will see from the Sports News section.  We have had many 
triumphs already this year, as well as a few near misses, in which our individual sportsmen and women 
nonetheless performed extremely well.   

It is worth mentioning that many of the sporting and extra-curricular activities that our young people enjoy are 
organised by the School Sports Co-ordinator programme.  The coalition government has, very sadly, announced 
that this programme will be stopped.  We feel strongly that this is a mistake, especially in the run-up to the 
Olympics, and will mean a real reduction in the sport that our young people can access.  The government is, 
however, re-considering, and any letters that parents feel they might like to write to our MP Nick Harvey, in support 
of the fantastic work done by our School Sports Co-ordinator, might well make a difference. 

Our programme of trips and exchanges continues, and you will see various accounts of the fantastic time that 
pupils have had.  So far this term, pupils have already gone to Normandy, Germany, Paris and Spain as well as a 
trip to China over the summer, and Iôm sure have made memories that will last a lifetime.  The International School 
Award that we have recently had re-designated is a well-deserved recognition of all the tremendous work done to 
help our pupils understand their role as global citizens. 

All in all, in the run up to Christmas, the Pilton Community continues to thrive, and I consider myself privileged to be 
a part of it.  

We wish you all a very happy and safe festive season.  

 

 Louise Miller -Marshall, Principal  
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Year 7 Library Inductions  
Mrs Friend and Mrs Dean have already welcomed all 
new Year 7 students to the Library through their English 
Induction Programme. They would like to congratulate 
all the Year 7 tutor groups who behaved impeccably in 
the Library.  Each student was awarded with a merit for 
their conscientious effort.  Through the Library Induction 
Programme the students were informed on:- 

 The different 

resources 
available in the 
library. 

 How to find 

resources on a 
topic. 

 How to search 

resources 
effectively. 

 How to use the Internet 

 How the Librarians can help them. 

The English Inductions are now complete and 
Humanities Inductions are being conducted.  Keep up 
the good work Year 7ôs!  Our recent visitors from India 
were very impressed with the behaviour of our Year 7 
students. 

The Halloween display this 

year charts the 

development of the witch 

through literature.  From 

the menacing ñweird 

sistersò in Shakespeareôs 

Macbeth ñso witherôd and 

so wild in their attire that 

look not like thôinhabitants 

oôthôearthò up to 

J.K.Rowlingôs Harry Potter. 

In 1604, at the time of 

writing Macbeth, belief in 

witchcraft and demonology 

was widespread, because 

it attempted to subvert 

Godôs natural order. 

William Shakespeareôs 

three witches appear twice 

in his play to tempt 

Macbeth into evil. In 

complete contrast, the 

MEG & MOG stories have 

become classics, thanks to 

exuberant illustrations and 

crazy storylines. They 

follow the antics of Meg, 

the witch whose spells 

usually end in disaster, 

and Mog, her long-

suffering cat. Jill Murphy 

wrote the Worst Witch 

series which had some of 

the most outstandingly 

successful titles on the 

Young Puffin paperback 

list and sold more than 4 

million copies. A TV series 

based on the books aired 

from 1998 to 2001. 

The Harry Potter series 

covers seven years in the 

life of the lonely orphan 

who, on his eleventh 

birthday, learns he is a 

wizard. He attends 

Hogwarts School of 

Witchcraft and Wizardry to 

learn magic. Under the 

guidance of the kind 

headmaster Albus 

Dumbledore, Harry 

discovers that he is 

already famous throughout 

the wizarding world, and 

that his fate is tied with that 

of Lord Voldemort, the 

universally feared Dark 

wizard who killed Harry's 

mother and father.  

Students continue to ask 

for these titles, and the 

Library is usually able to 

meet all requests.  

Pictured above is another 

amazing Library display 

thanks to Mrs Dean and a 

group of Year 11 students, 

who contributed a 

collection of spooky stories 

to enhance the halloween 

atmosphere. 

7THM during their Library Induction  

Fire burn, and cauldron 

bubbleé  

Library Prefects  
Year 11 prefects have been helping by issuing and 

returning books during break-time.  It has been a 

pleasure working with them and has proven to be very 

successful for the prefects, students and the librarians.   

The students have been very professional and have 

gained an insight into the world of work.  Their approach 

to the younger students has been welcoming and 

supportive, and it is pleasing to see the good 

relationship that is developing between them all.  The 

librarians take this opportunity to talk to all the students, 

introducing them to new resources and taking 

recommendations for new books or authors they would 

like to see in the Library.   

Watch this spaceéééé. 

Picture of 

students on 

duty in the 

library (Jack 

Driver & Joe 

Watts 11JON) 

Yr 11 Pupils Ryan Pawson, Stephen Hull, Cynan Gammon, Kelly 

Ford and Josephine Price  
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ñPursue Excellenceò 
ñPursue Excellenceò is the title of a new book by 
Terrance Trump. ñPursue Excellenceò was the school 
motto of Barnstaple Boys Secondary School from 1947 
until its closure in 1972.  

The book tells the story of the school from its inception 
on the day that hostilities started in 1939 to the closure 
in 1972. Everyone that attended the school is listed in 
the book in some form or another which amounts to 
over 15,000 pupils. The book uses terms that we do not 
use nowadays, such as ñdull or backward childrenò for 
boys with learning difficulties. Old school logs and 
registers and cuttings from newspapers and the school 
magazine were his resources. During the history of the 
school, five boys died of drowning in the local rivers, 
while an ex-schoolboy was killed fighting in Palestine.  
The book is not just a record of school events but also a 
source for local history, family history and building 
occupancy. 

Terry is now a resident of Hatch 
Beauchamp in Somerset. He has 
self-published his book and it is 
available from local sources in 
Barnstaple or from an on-line 
auction site. The book contains 
many interesting, forgotten facts 
and photographs from a bygone 
era. The book costs £25. 

Terry can be contacted on 01823 481342 or 
terrytrump@hotmail.co.uk 

Guardian Angels  
Our Guardian Angels were introduced to Year 7 students by Mrs Dean during the Year 7 
assembly.  The Guardian Angels have agreed to either visit tutor rooms, or arrange to meet a 
particular tutor group in the Library. The idea is that the Guardian Angels become peer mentors 
to help new students with any questions or problems that they might be experiencing.  What 
might seem a trivial question or problem to one person can be a big deal for another person ï 
this is where the Guardian Angels can help.  Simply by listening to students and explaining anything that might be 
helpful e.g. extra school activities; what happens if you forget your homework; friendship or bullying issues.  If 
students feel that the problem needs to be addressed by a member of staff they will be referred in the first instance to 
Mrs Friend or Mrs Dean.  It is very important that everyone settles in well at Pilton and is happy ï if you are happy 
this will reflect right throughout the school and you will succeed! 

Mr Magee with his class in the new A2 Computer Suite 

Piltonôs Building News 

Cruciform Block Refurbishment ï Phase 2  

Many of you will have noticed that scaffolding has been 
erected again and we are pleased to advise that further 
window and wall panel replacement will take place over the 
next few weeks. This will mean that all remaining classrooms 
in the building will have new external windows fitted and the 
entire roof will be covered in a óliquid plasticô surface to keep 
it water tight. 

Like Phase 1 this is a jointly funded project between Devon 
County Council and the school.  It is hoped that a further 
phase will take place in the near future to complete the road 
facing elevations but this is dependent on the release of 
further capital funding. 

A2 

The old Pottery is now up and running as an additional 
computer suite housing 30 PCs and ancillary 
accommodation. 

Meeting Room  

The Adult Education Office at the front of the school has 
been vacated and is now used as a 20 seat Meeting/Training 
room. Like all our accommodation this can be booked by 
outside users for evening and weekend use. 

Library Lunchtimes  
Monday  - ¸ŜŀǊ тΩǎ ƻƴƭȅΦ  !ƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ 
students and librarians to get to know each other and 
help forge links. 
Tuesday  - ¸ŜŀǊ мл ŀƴŘ ммΩǎΦ  !ƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ 
students to see what resources are available and seek 

assistance with their coursework/revision. 
Wednesday  - ¸ŜŀǊǎ у ŀƴŘ фΩǎΦ  ! ǉǳƛŜǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
study for these year groups. 
Thursday  - All Year groups 
Friday  - All Year groups 

Christmas Carol  
Concert  

Tuesday 14 December 2010 
St. Mary the Virgin Church in Pilton,  

7.00 ï 8.00 pm 

All welcome  

The collection to be divided between 
Pilton Church and the  

North Devon Childrenôs Hospice 

(Choir & Orchestra to arrive  
at 6.15 pm please) 
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After some very teary goodbyes we 
were pleased to arrive in Germany, 
especially as we were greeted by the 
scorching sun. I was picked up by 
Luziôs mum.  Sheôd bought us pretzels 
and Apfelsaft and I soon forgot my 
worries about staying with her family. 

Seeing everyone again was great.  We 
were staying near a massive lake, 
which we swam in. We sunbathed and 
met people every day. 

Everyone got on really well and we all 
had a fantastic time, especially at the 
Seehasenfest!  Thatôs the massive 
festival they have there.  It was great 
meeting Luziôs friends. 

Iôd advise people to go on the exchange 
as I now have memories for the rest of 
my life and Iôve already organised to 
return next summer. 

By Ellie Bond 10 LAU  

Friedrichshafen 2010 German 

Exchange  
On Thursday 8

th
 July there was great excitement as a 

group of year 9 and 10 pupils departed Barnstaple and 
headed to southern Germany to be reunited with their 
German exchange partners. Accompanied by Miss 
Kilbey and Miss Robertson, lucky pupils spent 10 sunny 
days in Friedrichshafen, a beautiful German town on 
Lake Constance not far from Austria and Switzerland. 
Day trips included a boat ride on Lake Constance, a 
cable car lift up a mountain in Austria, a visit to a 
monkey sanctuary and shopping and sightseeing in 
nearby towns. Strong friendships were formed between 
the English and German pupils and we are delighted 
that several pupils have already started planning their 
next trip to Germany to visit their new friends. If you 
would like to take part in the 2011 German Exchange, 
please ask your German teacher for a letter with more 
information.  

I liked meeting new people and making new friends 

(George Conway 10 STO)  

I liked the food!  Even the bananas tasted better.  The 
best thing was the shopping and taking a paddleboat 

onto the lake (Courtney Short 10 FRR).  

Enjoying time with new friends; 
Cable car ride up the Pfänder 

mountain in Austria  


